
PAGE 10b    sEPtEmbEr 21, 2014 CAtHOLIC tImEsRESPECT LIFE 2014

By CAROL O’DELL
 St. Mary of the Assumption, Neoga

My daughter, Candis had a near drown-
ing at age 2 that left her totally disabled 
physically, and her only way of commu-
nicating was through eye gaze. When we 
brought Candis home from the hospital, I 
felt like God handed me a different child, 
not Candis. I struggled with the idea that 
Candis would never be normal again. I 
prayed my heart out, and hanging onto 
my faith that God would give us another 
miracle and Candis would come back to 
being her old self again. She did not. But 
we did not lose hope. 

It took me several years to see anything 
positive about her condition. When one of 
our sons was being confirmed by Bishop 
Daniel Ryan, Bishop Ryan told my hus-
band and me, that we were so blessed to 
have our daughter. At that time, I could 
not understand how our daughter, being 
in this condition could be a blessing. I 
searched for a few more years, and in that 
time we had priest tell us how blessed we 
were to be parents of Candis. 

I still couldn’t understand the blessing, 
but it wasn’t long and then it hit me right 
between the eyes: Yes, we are definitely 
blessed! I finally realized that we were 
taking care of one of God’s angels. This 
threw me into a different world with my 
daughter. “My daughter is a living angel 
and I am taking care of her for God.” I 
could physically touch one of God’s 
angels. I felt so close to God, I even felt 
chosen. I couldn’t get any closer to heaven 

while being alive. This was such a spec-
tacular awakening. I wish I would have 
realized it sooner.

My daughter passed away in 2012 at age 
19. If you know any of God’s angels here 
on earth, spend time with them. If you 
watch closely, you will see Christ in them 
and they can bring you closer to God.

Here are two poems I wrote the day 
my daughter died. 

We Were Given an Angel 
If you could touch the 

wing of an angel, 
would you?

If an angel would carry you away,
would you feel blessed?

If an angel needed your help
would you care for them?

We’ve touched her wing ....
She carried us away,

We are blessed ....
We cared for her,

The greatest gift we’ve 
ever been given ...

Her mission is delivered.
She has received eternal happiness.

 God’s Little Teacher 
Your smile taught us joy.

Your suffering taught us to pray.
Your quiet way taught us to 

be aware of God’s presence.
Your endurance taught 

us to be strong.
Your will to live taught us to hope.
Your laughter taught us happiness.

By GLORIA and VICTOR BISHOP

Emmanuel is a violinist, Junior World 
Down Syndrome Swimming record 
holder, Special Olympics golf State cham-
pion, and a self-advocate speaker. He 
is home schooled and speaks English, 
Spanish, and French and is studying 
Latin. He was baptized, made his first 
Communion and was confirmed at St. 
Mary Church in Alton. His favorite 
priests are Father Mitch Pacwa and Msgr. 
Kenneth Steffen. Gerry Moeller taught 
Emmanuel to serve at daily Mass with 
Father Joe Kerber at St. Cecilia in Glen 
Carbon and he was installed as an altar 
server at St. Mary in Alton.

Emmanuel loves to serve the church; 
he is an acolyte every Saturday with 
Father Pat Gibbons at St. Patrick in 
Grafton. He also serves at St. Mary and 
Ss. Peter and Paul Churches in Alton 
and at the Spanish Mass at St. Boniface 
in Edwardsv i l le with Father Dave 
Yankauskas, OMV. His dream is to visit 
Rome and be invited to the Vatican to be 
an altar server at St. Peter’s.

Emmanuel’s first talk was at age 6 at 
the National Down Syndrome Society 
Conference where he read a welcom-
ing statement at the plenary session in 
three languages. At age 12 he was invited 
to give a presentation and play the vio-
lin at the 10th World Down Syndrome 
Congress in Dublin, Ireland.

Em ma nuel  ha s been inv ited to 
Turkey twice to play a concert with the 
Antalya State Symphony Orchestra for 
World Down Syndrome Day and played 
Schubert’s Ave Maria on the Feast Day of 
the Annunciation.

Emmanuel returned from Mexico in 
September 2014 where he was the open-
ing keynote speaker at the III National 

Down Syndrome Symposium. Upon his 
arrival to Mexico City he was granted 
permission by the bishop to play the Ave 
Maria in front of image of the Virgin de 
Guadalupe at the Basilica; then he swam 
two miles across the bay of Acapulco, as 
a pilgrimage to the submerged statute 
of the Virgin de los Mares in Acapulco. 
During his stay, he played concerts with 
the Acapulco Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the Naucalpan Youth Orchestra in 
Mexico City. 

Emmanuel ’s Mexico City tour was 
organized by Juan de Dios Casco, direc-
tor of EVA, a non-profit pro-life organiza-
tion, and has dedicated himself to work 
with the poor and disabled children of 
Mexico. His mother refused to have an 
abortion after she was diagnosed with 
cancer, gave birth to her son and died a 
month later.

Since age 2, Emmanuel would watch 
The Holy Rosary in the Holy Land with 
Father Mitch Pacwa everyday on EWTN.
With time, he fell in love with this devo-
tion. When he turned on the television 
and it was not time for the rosary, he cried. 
His mother had to buy the video, and the 
CD for the car. By age 4, he knew all the 
prayers and all the mysteries by heart.

Emmanuel has been going to daily 
Mass since he was an infant. At age 3, his 
father bought him a children’s Mass kit. 
Every day, with the help of his mother, he 
said Mass at home and learned to pray it 
with the Magnificat. His favorite part was 
the consecration and Emmanuel would 
recite the priest’s part of the Mass from 
the pews. One day after Holy Mass at St. 
Joseph Church in Clayton, Mo., the priest 
wanted to meet Emmanuel and told his 
mother that, “Your son concelebrated 
Mass with me.”

Seeing Christ in child’s gaze

Emmanuel loves God, music, and 
speaking out for others
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Emmanuel Bishop smiles during his altar server installation at St. Mary Church in Alton.
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